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rty to become 


Ms. Lib? on $1 coin 


By Roger Boye | 


WHEN THE TREASURY Department pro- 
sor earlier this year to mint a small dollar 
the Goddess of Liberty seemed like the 

oes chon for the coin's front-side design. 


The department administrators knew, of | 


‘course, that Miss Liberty has been part of many 
United States coin designs, and they thought that 
Lag voidinname erin pagan so 9L conta ame 
honor all women. rather than just one individual. 


But the Treasury chiefs did not realize that — 
Miss Liberty has worn out her welcome with 
several members of Congress who believe that 
remade no longer can relate te mythological — 
figures. As 
told a congressional 


placing | Miss Liberty on a coin to represent 
women is as absurd as placing Father Time, 


Uncie Sam. or Noptune on a coin to represent 


The leading alternative candidate is Susan B. 

Anthony. the somber’ s spe ween we te 

im 1906 Approximately 25 congressmen are Cos- 

“ponsoring a bili untroduced by Rep mee 

Oakar (D . cise con ai « Seon Na 
dotiar com. and a similar bill 

Senate has five cosponsors 

_Qakar says the Miss Liberty desiga 


by the Bureau of the Mint is “ill-conceived (and) 


a second-rate artistic portrait '’ She correctly 
points out that other than the symbolic Liberty, 


Rep Patricia Schroeder (D.. Cole.) 
: a May Le 


no woman has ever appeared on a United States 
coin and she believes it is high time the over- 
sight was corrected. 


Oakar also testified at the Ma $i hearings of 
on Mitarie Preserve rVva- 
. : re . y 4 


pried that committee rs was 60 Walter 
auntroy (D.. D.C.), promised that the commit- 
tee “would reconsider the (design) recommenda- 


tions of the Treasury” and take action on pro- 
posed legislation “‘very shortly.” 

The subcommittee’s action. is critical because 
pe is 


hermes sna a 
‘Miss wis ey mee become the compromise 


“the Senate Banking Committee is expected to 
conduct hearings in July on the bill introduced in 
the Senate by committee chairman Sea. William 
-Proxmire (D., Wis.) to mint a small-sized doflar 


Poacsacigget wae’ pref 
women for the coin. Se estar Gialia Hockel 
says more than 50 who have been recommenced 


ESSEAS oe 


oe S Bees . 


oposed Liberty design for small size dolar coin (center top and bottom) shown with current 


ise gne ta anc quarter. 


for the coin, including Helen Keller, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, and Harriet Beecher Stowe. 

Rep. James Leach (R., lowa) has introduced a 
bill to place on the coin the portraits of Anthony 
and Harriet Tubman, a black who campaigned 
for women’s rights. He told the House subcom- 
mittee on May 31 that his bill was a ‘fair 


solution” to the question of which woman to put 
on the coin. 


However. ieachi’s bill was criticized at the 
hearing by Alan Goldman. an assistant director 


of the Mint, who said that with two portraits, 
consumers might believe the coins are com-— 
memoratve pieces and simply “stick them in 


“working on a portrait of Anthony. 


The president of the National Organizatioa for 
Women, Inc., Eleanor Cutri Smeal, also doesn’t 
care for the Leach bill. She told the committee 
that people might get the two women 
are needed on the dollar coin to be the equal of 
one man on coins of other denominations. 

Oakar. who also is a subcommittee member, 
said black Americans should be honored indi- 


 -yidually on coins, and added that she hopes 
Anthony will be just one of many women to 


appear on future coins. 

Meanwhile, engravers at the Mint have begua_ 
just im ease 
Congress nixes their Miss ee ene 


